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In 1860, the largest plantation in Lowndes County was 

owned by Berry Jones who owned 35 slaves.  His home (pictured 

above on left) sat on the northwest corner of  the intersection of  Jerry 

Jones Drive and Gornto Road.  Today that location is occupied by the 

Church of  Latter Day Saints (pictured above on right). 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 



Named for local Confederate 

Captain James Patterson, 

owner of  14 slaves in 1860 

(ages 50 years old to 1 year 

old). 

Named for William Ashley, 

owner of  17 slaves in 1860 (ages 

50 to 2 years old). 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 



Total Slave Population (1860) 



The Converse Building (121 Patterson 

St.) and Converse Avenue were named 

for Albert Converse who in 1860 owned 10 

slaves (2 to 60 years old). 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 



The house of  J.A. Dasher 
(413 Central Place) who owned 

25 people in 1860 (1 to 44 years 

old).  He built five more houses 

like this in the Fairview 

neighborhood. 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 
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Echols County if named for  Robert M. 

Echols (1798-1847) who in 1830 owned 12 

slaves.  By 1840 he owned 3 slaves all under 

the ages of 10 years old. 

Contiguous County Name Origins: 

Echols County 



Contiguous County Name Origins: 

Clinch County 

Clinch County named for Gen. Duncan 

Lamont Clinch  (1787-1849) responsible for 

killing hundreds of fugitive slaves and 

Seminoles at the Battle of Negro Fort (1816).  



Berrien County named for Sen. John 

Macpherson Berrien (1781-1856) who owned 

142 slaves in 1850 (ages 66 years to one year 

old).  

Contiguous County Name Origins: 

Berrien County 



Colquitt County is named for Sen. Walter 

T. Colquitt (1799-1855)  who owned 34 slaves 

in 1850 (60 years to 4 months old ). 

Contiguous County Name Origins: 

Colquitt County 



Brooks County is named for Sen. Preston S. 

Brooks  who owned 18 slaves (ages 1 to 33) in 1850.  

In 1856, Brooks attacked and nearly beat abolitionist 

Sen. Charles Sumner to death with a cane on the 

floor of the U.S. Senate. It took Sumner three years 

to recover from the brain injury and return to the 

Senate. 

Contiguous County Name Origins: 

Brooks County 



U.S. Census Report from 1860 



Named for Sen. Benjamin Harvey Hill Named for Gov. George M. Troup 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 

In 1850 Governor Troup 

owned 209 slaves in Laurens 

and Montgomery Counties 

(ages 70 to 4 months old).  

 

In 1860 Sen. Hill owned 60 slaves 

ranging in age from 50 to 3 years 

old. Proud of  being 

“unreconstructed” southerner. 



Lowndes County was established in 1825 from what was then Irwin 

County.   In 1830,  sixty-three (3%) of  the 2,114 white residents were slave owners 

and they owned a combined total of  335 people. 

 

County is named for South Carolina congressman William J. Lowndes, who 

owned slaves, opposed the end of  the slave trade, and thought enslavement of  

Africans to be in the slave’s best interests. 

Notice: no mention of  slavery. 



Percentages of  Populations that were Enslaved 



The county seat of  Valdosta was 

founded and incorporated in 1860 and 

named after of  one of  Governor George M. 

Troup’s six plantations, Vald’Aosta.   

 

In 1850, Governor Troup owned 209 slaves 

in Laurens and Montgomery Counties and 

they ranged in age from 70 years to 4 

months old.  

 

Land for the new town was purchased from 

William Wisenbaker (owner of  2 slaves in 

1860) and two of  the four men 

commissioned to set up Valdosta, William 

H. Goldwire and James Harrell, also owned 

slaves (6 and 7 respectively). 



 Named for Gen. John Brown Gordon Named for Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 

Forrest was a Confederate 

general, slave trader, slave owner, 

and leader in the Ku Klux Klan 

during reconstruction. 

Gordon was a Confederate general, 

opponent of  Reconstruction, and 

leader of  the Ku Klux Klan during 

reconstruction. 
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Named for Robert Augustus Toombs Named for Gen. Robert E. Lee 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 

Commander of  Confederate 

forces during the Civil War. 

Believed that the “painful 

discipline” of  slavery was 

“necessary instruction” for the 

black race.

Toombs was the first Secretary of  

State for the Confederacy. In 1860 he 

owned 16 slaves (ages 60 to 2 years 

old).  
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Valdosta's  oldest house, the 

Wisenbaker-Roberts House 

(206 Wells. St.) and the 

Wisenbaker Building (100 N. 

Patterson St.)  were built by William 

Wisenbaker who owned  2 thirty-five 

year old slaves in 1860. 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 

Winsenbakers living in Lowndes 

county in 1860 owned a total of 78 

enslaved people. 



The “Jo-Ree Millpond” (on Jerry Jones Drive) embankment and dam was 

constructed by the slaves owned by Berry Jones. 

Jerry Jones Drive is named after 

Jeremiah “Jerry” Jones, son of  Berry 

and Rebecca Jones.  In 1860 Jeremiah 

Jones owned 12 people who ranged in 

age from 14 years old to 1 year old. 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 



U.S. Census Report from 1860 



The Peeples Building 
(200 N. Patterson) built by 

Richard Peeples who owned 4 

people in 1860.  

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 
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Parts of  Lowndes county were 

ceded to Brooks, Clinch, and 

Echols counties resulting in a 

substantial loss of  the white 

population in Lowndes from 

1850-1860. 



The “largest inland sea island cotton market in the 

world” once took place where the main branch of  Bank 

of America is currently located (Southwest corner of  Hill 

Ave. and Patterson. St.). 

Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 



Local Cultural “Artifacts” from the Era of  Slavery 

Current day Dasher, Georgia in south Lowndes County was settled by James 

Wisenbaker and C.H. Dasher sometime around 1840.    

 

In 1850 C.H. Dasher owned 20 slaves ranging in age from 58 years to 2 months old.  

By 1860 he owned 33 slaves ranging in age from 80 years old to 1 month old.    

 

In 1850 James Wisenbaker owned 7 slaves ranging in ages from 26 years to 1 year 

old.   By 1860 he owned 23 slaves ranging in ages from 38 years to 1 year old.    

 

Dasher Lane is named after James 

A. Dasher who in 1860 owned 25  

Slaves ranging in age from 44 years  

to 6 months old.  
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